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The English Section

Ancient Egyptian Religion.
( Selected by: K.ALBASHIR)

Ancient Egyptian worship is remarkable for its reconciliation and union
of conflicting beliefs. The earliest predynastic tribes venerated many
deities who were at first embodied in animals (such as the sacred cat of
Bubastis), but who were later gradually humanized. The most widely
accepted creation myth was that of the great sun god RA (Re), who
appeared out of Chaos to create a race including OSIRIS and ISIS, and
their son HORUS. When a national religion arose at the end of the
predynastic period (c.3200 B.C.) various priesthoods attempted to
systematize the gods and myths. The reign of IKHNATON established a
monotheistic cult, but POLYTHEISM was restored after his death. The
most important of the many forms of Egyptian worship were the cults of
Osiris, king and judge of the dead, protector of all; the sun god Ra
(symbolized by the PYRAMID), said to be the direct ancestor of the
kings of Egypt; and AMON, Egypt's greatest god by the XIX dynasty.
With no established book of teachings such as the Bible or Koran,
Egyptian conduct was guided by human wisdom and the belief in maat,
the principle of divine justice and order, held to be reflected in civil order
as administered by the state under the pharaoh. While the priesthoods
and state cult grew, the populace found its expression of religious
feeling in the strict rites prescribed by funerary cults (see BOOK OF
THE DEAD).
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