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The English Section
SUMMARY OF ‘OF MICE AND MEN’

George and Lennie, who is mentally retarded, are going to a job at a ranch. They
stop by the river to take a break. Lennie tries to hide his dead mouse from
George, but he finds it and throws it across the river. George tells Lennie they
will own a farm, where they will grow their own food and have rabbits. The next
morning Lennie and George arrive at the ranch. The boss is angry because they
have arrived late. Curley is a small man who hates big guys like Lennie, after he
leaves his wife arrives looking for him. Candy tells George about Curley and his
wife. Slim and Carlson also arrive, they both work on the ranch as well. Slim's
dog just had puppies, and Lennie wants to play with them. Carlson tells Candy to
kill his old smelly dog and take one of Slim's puppies. Lennie spends most of his
time in the barn playing with the puppies. George tells Slim that they were
chased because Lennie tried to feel a women’s dress, therefore frightening her.
The woman went to the police and tells them she has been raped. Candy
hesitantly lets Carlson shoot his old dog. George and Lennie start talking again
about the farm; Candy hears and asks if he could come too. He has money saved
up, so George decides he can come. Curley comes inside, and when he sees
Lennie smiling he thinks that Lennie is laughing at him. He attacks Lennie.
Lennie then breaks Curley’s hand. Everyone goes into town to have a drink,
except for Crooks, Candy and Lennie. Crooks live alone in the barn because he's
black. Lennie comes in looking for his puppy. He and Crooks start talking, and
Crooks talks about his life. Lennie tells Crooks about their farm, but Crooks
mocks it. Curley's wife comes into the barn, Candy tells her to leave. She gets
mad and mocks them, making Crooks angry. She then reminds him he is just a
black worker. They hear the men return from town, so Curley's wife leaves. The
next day, Lennie is in the barn alone with his puppy. He accidentally killed it.
Curley's wife comes in, and sits down next to Lennie. She tells him about her
dreams. When she finds out how much Lennie likes soft things, she lets him
touch her hair. Lennie strokes too hard, she gets frightened and starts
screaming. He tries to quiet her but he accidentally kills her. Lennie runs and
hides in the brushes, where George told him to hide in the beginning of the story.
Candy finds Curley's wife, and goes to tell George. The other men come in and
see what happened, and they get their guns. They want to find Lennie and kill
him. George finds Lennie first; he tells him he isn't mad at him. Lennie wants to
hear about the farm they are going to get. George tells him to look ahead as if he
can see it, and when the men are nearly there, George shoots Lennie in the head,
and then the men finally show up.
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