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The Berlin Blockade

In 1948, Stalin, leader of the Soviet Union, blocked all rail and road access to Berlin. This sudden and
unexpected move led to a major U.S. operation known as the Berlin Airlift, in which supplies were flown
into the city for almost a year.

Background

At the end of World War |1, defeated Germany was divided into four zones, controlled separately by the
U.S., France, Britain and the Soviet Union. Although Berlin lay deep within the Soviet zone, it too was
divided into four sections.

While the Western countries (France, Britain and the U.S.) hoped Germany would soon be united as a
democratic country, the Soviet Union hoped that Germany would follow its own example and become
communist.

Causes of the Berlin Blockade

Stalin was renowned for his paranoia. He had submitted his own people to terrible purges in order to
cleanse the Soviet Union of opposition. It is therefore unsurprising that he felt threatened by Western
presence in the heart of the Soviet zone.In 1948 the three non-Russian zones united to form one economic
unit. Stalin did not like the idea of a strong Germany. He attempted to force out the Western Allies by blocking
all the supplies to them in Berlin, therefore having complete control of Berlin itself.

Consequences of the Berlin Blockade

The Western half of Berlin contained around two and a quarter million people who had only six week's
worth of food. West Berlin, despite its strategic liability because of the surrounding Soviet zone, had
become a symbol of democratic resistance to the expansion of communism. The U.S. saw the blockade as
a test of their commitment and, unwilling to risk military confrontation with the Soviet Union, they took
the lead in the major air-lifting operation.

Consequences of the Berlin Blockade and Airlift

Due to the blockade tension between the US and the Soviet Union increased. In response to what the US
deemed the threat of communism, the Northern Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) was established as
an alliance against the Soviet Union. NATO included France, Britain and the US, as well as a number of
other non-communist countries.Germany remained divided and in 1949 West Germany became known
officially as the Federal Government of Germany, whiles the Soviet zone or Eastern Germany, became
the German Democratic Republic. Despite its title, East Germany was communist. In 1954 West
Germany was admitted to NATO and began to rearm, despite Stalin's worries about a strong Germany.
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