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4 World's Coolest Observation Decks

{] Find some of the world’s most thrilling views atop a growing number of observation
( decks. By Karrie Jacobs

‘@ Burj Khalifa, Dubai, United Arab Emirates Photo by: Kevpix/Alamy

You could be standing on air.

j That’s what it feels like when you step inside one of the glass boxes that protrude
] ) from the 103rd-floor Skydeck at Chicago’s Willis (formerly Sears) Tower. After all,
] () the seamless, apparently unsupported glass floor is the onIy thing between your
(l] toes and the urban mosaic 1,300 feet below. Even if you’ve been to hundreds of
<’ﬂ] observation decks, the effect of the Ledge is still unnerving.

@ And really, a skyscraper observation deck should make you feel like you’re flying.
!’] Decks, at their best, are a mechanism for transforming the engineering genius of
l‘l] super-tall buildings into pure visceral magic. Emerge from the elevators at the top
ﬂ] of places like Toronto’s CN Tower and you get a double hit: a dizzying view and a
@ powerful sense of immersion in the building’s unprecedented scale.

% Fortunately for altitude-loving travelers, the demand for that total skyscraper
$ experience is seemingly endless. There are currently so many observation decks
<ll] opening that it's hard to keep track.

()] Note that while the observation deck at the newest world’s tallest building (around
()] 2,717 feet) is called At the Top, it’s not. It's on the 124th floor of 163. What it offers
l-l] is massive double-height windows, an open-air terrace, and an unparalleled

<l) perspective, which tends to make the real Dubai look a lot like the architectural

<IE models you see on display over town.

<D
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