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The English Sectlon

Dr.GAMAL HEMDAN and his book" Personality of Egypt"

Birth :Hamdan was born in the Qalyubia Governorate on February 2, 1928. His father, a teacher of Arabic language,
had been discharged from Al Azhar educational institution on charges of participating in demonstrations in

the Egyptian Revolution of 1919.

Education: At the age of eight, he joined the primary school. He then moved to the prestigious Tawfigiyya secondary
school, which had a nationwide fame for its high educational standard and sports facilities. There, he became aware of
his love and innate talent for geography.Having completed his secondary education in 1944, with distinction, ranking
sixth on the list of graduates nationwide, he joined the Department of Geography at the Cairo University. Faculty of
Arts.At the age of twenty, he obtained his B.A. with Distinction.He was soon appointed a staff member at Faculty of
Arts, where he was granted a scholarship at the University of Reading, UK to obtain his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees. There,
he was a student of the eminent English geographer, professor Austen Miller.

CareerHemdan’s M.A. thesis entitled ""Population of the Nile Mid Delta: Past and Present’" was highly commended by
his professor. He believed that the thesis was eligible for a Ph.D. In 1951, Hemdan returned to Egypt to collect

his scientific data.ln 1953, he obtained his Ph.D. Honours, Grade I. Back in Cairo, he was appointed a teacher at the
Department of Geography, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University., Hemdan found out he was unable to cope with some
negative social aspects affecting his academic career, and he decided to withdraw in silence from the hustle and bustle of
{, public life and abandon his academic career. Although Hemdan lived, physically, in voluntary almost hermit-like

¢ seclusion, yet he was most productive as a thinker and scholar. Apparently, this self-imposed positive solitude provided
Y for him the right atmosphere for unceasing, uninterrupted and free meditation, researchand innovation.The works

¢ produced during his solitude vividly show his exceptional talent, not only as a geographer but also as a social scientist.

J To Hemdan, geography was a tool to induce and take inspiration from the spirit of place to reach an accurate scientific
1| definition of its characteristic. He thought of geography both as a science, art and philosophy, and advocated what he

f) called ""Living Geography" i.e. everyday geography. If adequately defined, the pattern, nature, conditions and laws
relating to life in that place will be thoroughly identified.Hemdan's natural talent for painting and calligraphy and his
liking for music and singing were instrumental to his exceptional excellence in geography’

Main Prizes and Merit awards :Dr. Gamal Hemdan won several scientific prizes and merit awards including:State
Incentive Prize for Arts and Letters, 1959. State Merit Prize for Social Science, 1986. Scientific Criticism Award, by the
i State of Kuwait, 1986. Order of Merit of the First Class for Science and Arts, 1988. In line with his full dedication to

B science and his almost ascetic attitude to formalities, he refused to break up with his self-imposed solitude. Apart from
{, the first prize awarded to him in 1959, he refused to receive any of the other prizes.Hemdan died on April 17, 1993. His
¢ works had a far-reaching impact on the entire field of social sciences that was almost tantamount to a revolution in

' geography!With his unique literary style, Dr. Hemdan turned the science of geography into a universal, encyclopedic

U social science. Taking geography as an access road to other branches, he skilfully used this multi-disciplinary approach
i to study Egypt’s location, history, culture and future.

Death :His body was found with its lower half burned, everyone thought that Dr.Hemdan died of his burns, but
Dr.Yosef EIGendy ""Giza health inspector' proved in his report that the deceased did not die from asphyxiation by gas,
¢ and the burns are not the cause of his death, because it did not reach the degree of causing death.Close people to
Dr.Hemdan discovered the disappearance of some of the drafts of the books he was about to finish, and on top of it was
topics about Judaism and Zionism, knowing that the fire that broke out in the apartment did not turn up books and
papers D. Hamdan, which means the disappearance of the drafts by the active and until this moment no one knew the
cause of death, nor where drafts of the books about the Jews.Everybody was surprised when the former intelligence
chief ""Amin Howeidi"" said he knew about how Dr.Hemdan died, and he assured that he had the evidence that
confirmed that DrHemdan was h\killed by the Mossad "*Israeli Inteligence"
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