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The English Section

PILGRIMAGE IN ISLAM
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¢ | begin with the name of Allah the most merciful and the most kind, peace and
blessing be upon beloved Prophet (S.A.W). All praise is for Allah.

! Today’s topic for discussion is pilgrimage in Islam; it is appropriate to talk on this

) subject since currently millions of fortunate Muslims around the world are

h congregated in Mecca to perform the Hajj.

¢ Hajj (pilgrimage) is one of the five pillars of Islam. It is fardh (obligatory) on every
male and female who is Baligh (reached the age of maturity), enjoys fairly good

{ health and is financially fit.

) (both male and female Muslims) to perform Hajj of His House, that who has got

) the capacity to make his way towards it, and who so disbelieves then Allah says in the
f Holy Quran: "And (it is) an obligation of Allah on the people

¢ God does

not care the worlds..." (Surah No.3 Al-e-Imran Verse 97)

) The Pilgrimage is not obligatory for a minor, whether he has a discerning intellect or not. If

h ayoungster does perform the Pilgrimage, it is valid only as a sign of devotion, and he

¢ must perform it again after attaining puberty and is capable of performing it. All five

Schools of Islamic law — the Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi‘i, Hanbali and Ja‘fari — agree upon this

) point, provided that the minor does not attain maturity before reaching ‘Arafat.

A An insane person is not subject to legal accountability, and if he performs the Pilgrimage in

¢ this state, it is not acceptable. He must perform the obligation of the Pilgrimage when he

! regains sanity.

1 All the Schools of Law agree that a husband’s permission is not a condition for awoman to

i perform the Pilgrimage, nor is it permissible for him to prevent her from doing so. However,

¢ they differ in regard to a woman who has neither a husband nor a lawful companion to

! accompany her. The Ja‘faris, Malikis and Shafi‘is maintain that a lawful companion or

) husband is not a condition, whether the woman be young or old, married or unmarried,

| because alawful companion is a means of protection not required for the Pilgrimage itself. In
the past, when the journey was long and dangerous, there was a need for such a companion;
¢ today, however, travelling is safe and well organized and people’s lives and property are




