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New electoral law There were previously concerns that a change to the electoral system would be
required, as the current district-based First-past-the-post voting system would favour the National Democratic
Party.[*! The National Democratic Party was however dissolved in April. The draft law for the electoral system to be
used was revealed on 30 May 2011; controversially, it retained first-past-the-post voting for two thirds of the seats,
with only one third of the seats elected by proportional representation. On 7 July 2011, the caretaker government

¢ approved the new electoral law. It foresees a 50-50 division between proportional seats and FPTP seats; the

i minimum age limit for candidates is also to be reduced from 30 to 25. On 21 July 2011, the SCAF announced: that
¢ the election (for both the People's Assembly and the Shura Council) would be held in three rounds in October, with
15-day intervals in-between; that half the seats would be reserved for workers and farmers; that the women's quota

¢ introduced under Mubarak would be abolished. In late September 2011, it was announced that only one third of the
i seats would be elected by plurality vote However, these directly elected MPs could only be independents and not

# members of political parties; this restriction led to threats of boycotting the election by a wide swath of the political
i parties which intended to contest the election. The parties stated that their demands for a change in the electoral law
would have to be met by 2 October, else they would boycott the election. After a meeting with political party

i leaders on 1 October 2011, the SCAF agreed to allow party members to run for the directly elected seats, set a

¢ clearer timetable for the transition to civilian rule and possibly abolish military trials for civilians. On 11 November
! 2011, an administrative court in Mansoura ruled that former NDP members were not allowed to stand in the election
) as independent candidates. It was not immediately known whether this ruling would eventually apply to the whole

¢ country.] On 14 November 2011, the Higher Administrative Court in Cairo overruled the decision and allowed the

t Parties The Muslim Brotherhood announced on 15 February it would form the Freedom and Justice

{ Party to run in the election.™ The Al-Wasat Party, a moderate Islamic faction of the Muslim

¢ Brotherhood, was officially approved as a party on 19 February, fifteen years after its foundation.The
Freedom and Justice Party and the liberal New Wafd Party announced on 13 June 2011 that theywould

¢ contest the election in an alliance. As a reaction to this centre-right alliance, the different liberal

) democratic and centrist parties intensified cooperation. Five parties have drafted a joint statement

{ criticising the current electoral law and proposing a new one.! On 16 August, 15 political and social

¢ movements announced an electoral alliance, the Egyptian Bloc. It consists of liberal, secularist, and
centre-left political parties, as well as social organisations and labour unions, and also the traditional

¢ Islamic Sufi Liberation Party. Its main objective is to prevent an imminent electoral victory of the Muslim
i Brotherhood, respectively Freedom and Justice Party. The Wafd Party announced to abandon its alliance

b with the Islamists over discrepancies concerning the prospective constitution, and to join the new liberal

2 coalition instead.! On 12 August, three Islamic Salafi parties (registered Nour, and yet unregistered Fadila
and Asala parties) announced to run a united candidate list.! Five socialist parties and movements formed
U the Coalition of Socialist Forces party alliance to contest the elections jointly.Some analysts voiced

J concerns that former members of the ruling NDP might gain a lot of influence in the newly elected

) parliament. Among the parties identified to have a strong base in former NDP members were: the

¢ Egyptian Citizen Party, led by former NDP secretary-general Mohamed Ragab (other former NDP

¢ members include Hamdi El-Sayed, Abdel Ahad Gamal El Din and Nabil Louka Bibawi);
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