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The English Section!
Mother's Day Orlglns |n AnC|ent Egypt

/ lappy St \L
NMother's S )

The Story of Mother's DayMother's Day is a holiday honoring mothers, celebrated (on various days) in 9
many places around the world. Mothers often receive gifts on this day. 0

Nefertiti - Isis and Horus Q

Mother's Day has its roots in ancient Egypt where the people worshipped the goddess Isis who embodied 0
the virtues of the archetypal Egyptian wife and mother. She was the sister-wife of Osiris, mother of Horus )
and hence became the symbolic mother of the king, who was himself regarded as a human form of Horus.

S S,

J )
] The worship of Isis spread from the Delta region throughout the Upper and Lower Kingdoms. The Isis J
( cult survived well into the times of the Ptolemaic and Graeco Roman eras. While Isis worship, with all the )
@ paraphernalia of priests and ritual, became widespread in the Roman Empire, her most famous sanctuary )
that can be seen to this day is on the Island of Philae. Pharaonic literature is full of proverbs and accounts
@ about the respected position of mothers. Motherhood was held in high esteem by the ancient Egyptians, )
@ who believed that mothers are God's gift to Earth where He kept the secrets of life. A judge in an ancient ()
@ Egyptian court of law might ask if the defendant had satisfied his mother's heart. 0
4 )
4 )
4 )
4 )
)
)
)
Sekhmet and Bast She who loves and nutures us' 0
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