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The English Section
Ramadan in Cairo

Ramadan in Cairo means the very special Egyptian Ramadan lantern called “"Fanous” in all
forms: big glassy ones hanged over big buildings, restaurants, entertainment ventures;
numerous plastic ones of all shapes with children, and thousands of paper lantern hanged
over threads all over streets, plus houses and mosques decorated with many small colorful
lamps. You’ll see them in the video.
Ramadan in Cairo also means “Konafa” and “Atayef,” which means that there is almost no
fridge that does not have plenty of yogurt cups and buttermilk bottles!

. i ) w— ba s andd r a——

Colourful decorations in the street. Imge vi Elaph.
¢ During Ramadan in Egypt, TV gets incredibly hysterical. I lost count after counting more
U than 30 television series just for Ramadan, although I know the number exceeds that
! generously... You can find TV channels specially launched for Ramadan TV series... of
) course with the commercials!

i And since it is the fasting month, it is only logic that Ramadan is one of the highest

5 shopping seasons in Egypt (!!) Families go out the week before Ramadan to start

i “"Ramadan-Shopping”: Sugar for desserts, fat for food, corn oil, sunflower oil for frying

{ Atayef, milk, yogurt, buttermilk, rice, beef, and chicken. You hardly find a typical Egyptian
¢ family eating any seafood in Ramadan; those are more eaten in Eid-Al-Fetr.

' Socially, Ramadan in Egypt is a festival.

{ Taraweeh prayer is an occasion where extended families can meet, if they live close to

! each other, to pray in the same mosque; neighbors socialize, children play, and friends can
i be made. I have to admit this is not always a positive thing, because this festive attitude

i and the amount of noise is not favored for someone like me who has always found it hard

f to focus on praying and reciting Qur'an when the mosque has become more like a park

{ than a holy place where a person seeks modesty and reverence. In the end, it’s been

¢ years for me now praying at home only!



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fanous
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanafeh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qatayef

