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The English Section
Happy New Year 2013

Sydney's skyline erupted with tonnes of exploding fireworks in the first major celebration of 2013, extravagant
displays lit up Hong Kong and Beijing, and increasingly democratic Burma, also known as Myanmar, joined
i) the party for the first time in almost five decades.

Y Asia welcomed the New Year on a grand scale, partying with renewed optimism despite the so-called fiscal
U cliff threatening to reverberate globally from the United States and the tattered economies of Europe, where
v the party was expected to be a bit more subdued.

¢ Celebrations were planned around the world, culminating in the U.S. with the crystal ball drop in New York
City's Times Square. One million people are expected to cram into the area for the countdown.

f Global celebrations began Monday in Sydney, where the balmy summer night was split by seven tonnes of

¢ fireworks fired from roof tops and barges, many cascading from the Sydney Harbour Bridge, in a $6.9 million
US pyrotechnic extravaganza billed by organizers as the world's largest. About 1.5 million there gathered to
U ring in the New Year.

i The crowds were undiminished by Australian government warnings that the Washington deadlock on the U.S.
¢ debt crisis was partly to blame for a slowing Australian economy.New Yorker Mathieu Herman said he had
flown to Australia specifically for the New Year celebrations on the harbour.

B "l saw it last year on TV and it looked fabulous. | said to myself it's something I've just got to do,” Herman said.

U The South Pacific nation is one of the first to greet each New Year because of its proximity to the International
Date Line.In Asia, also among the first countries to see 2013, Burma had a public countdown for the first time.
f
?)] In a field in Burma's largest city, Yangon, about 90,000 people experienced the country's first public New Year

countdown, after almost five decades under military regimes that discouraged or banned big public gatherings.

B “This is very exciting and also our first experience in celebrating the New Year at a big countdown gathering.
t We feel like we are in a different world," said Yu Thawda, a university student who came with three of her
friends.

i In Hong Kong, tens of thousands of people lined the Victoria Harbour to view this year's $1.6-million US
i fireworks display billed by organizers as the biggest ever in the southern Chinese city.

! The buoyant economies of the Asia-Pacific are prepared to party with renewed optimism despite the so-called
i) fiscal cliff threatening to reverberate globally from the United States and the tattered economies of Europe.
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