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The May Day

International Labour Day has its own history and significance
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1st May is being celebrated as the international day of Labourers. This day is a §>
commemoration of the historic struggle of the workers throughout the world against capitalism, ¢
exploitation, and for safe working conditions and respect for the dignity of workers. §>
History of the day: A
May Day came into being after the successful demand, claims and demonstrations was !
carried out under the banner of the Federation of Organized Trades and Labour Unions when §>
it passed a resolution stating that eight hours would constitute a day's work from May 1,1884. Y
The resolution called for a general strike to achieve the demand of eight hours, since gé
legislative methods had failed to address the demand. The Workers during those times were A
forced by greedy industrialists and capitalists to work for twelve to fourteen hours a day under §>
extreme conditions. Many workers even died on duty due to ill health and psychological )
ailments as even the the medical aid was denied to the workers. During those days the Y
workers or labourers were made to work like animals. By April 1886 about 280000 workers gé
were involved in the May Day movement which demanded an eight hour work day. The main ¢
labour movement was based in US city of Chicago and was organized mainly by the §>
International Working People's Association (IWPA). The capitalist forces and the State, were \
terrified by the formation of a united front of workers that became a mass movement across )v&
the entire United States. On May 3, 1886 the City of Chicago was paralysed by the general X
strike. The factories, railway, and other businesses was forced to close. The police fired ¢
indiscriminately into the striking workers at the McCormick Reaper Works Factory, killing four §>
and wounding many workers. Many more workers were killed by the US police at Haymarket A
Square when the workers has assembled the next day to protest the killing of their colleagues. *
In its attempt to destroy the significance of May Day, the United States government declared )A(
the May 1st as 'Loyalty Day' Y
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