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The English Section

Egypt's 'rebels' gather millions
of signatures to protest Morsi

ot Yialas e ABSd) o3

REBEL... D

Once again, a handful of activists has managed to galvanize and inspire Egypt’s grumbling masses in a way no opposition political parties have
been able to.Their concept is simple. They are inviting the Egyptian electorate to sign a petition expressing “no confidence” in President
Mohamed Morsi, a move they hope will trigger early presidential elections.The response has been eye-opening. So far, 6,000 volunteers for the
grassroots campaign dubbed “Tamarod” or “Rebel” have collected over 2 million signatures, according to the group’s spokesman Mahmoud
Badr. Egypt’s electorate numbers about 50 million, with half of those voting in the last presidential election.The movement has grown quickly,
with opposition parties announcing support, widespread press coverage and black and white leaflets plastered across nearly every Cairo
neighborhood. The “Rebel” Facebook page has attracted 150,000 “likes” in one month.At a busy intersection in Mohandiseen, an upper-middle
class Cairo neighborhood, at least 20 people stopped last Thursday to sign the leaflets and jot down national ID numbers to verify their

identity.
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