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The Engllsh Section

The Muslim Brotherhood al-"Tkhwan al-Muslimian
((Osadaadl 01 AY)

The Muslim Brotherhood (Arabic: sl o) s3Y) dcles gamma ‘at al- ihwan/al-ikhwan/el-eknwan al-muslimiin, IPA:
[el?ex'wae:n]) in Egypt is an Islamist religious, political, and social movement. Following the 2011 Revolution the group was
legalized, and with an estimated 600,000 members or supporters is considered the largest, best-organized political force in
Egypt Its credo is, "God is our objective; the Quran is our constitution, the Prophet is our leader; Jihad is our way; and death
for the sake of God is the highest of our aspirations." Founded in Egypt by Hassan al-Banna in March 1928, the group spread
to other Muslim countries but has its largest, or one of its largest, organizations in Egypt despite a succession of government
crackdowns in 1948, 1954, 1965 after plots, or alleged plots, of assassination and overthrow were uncovered. In April 2011 it
launched a civic political party called the Freedom and Justice Party to contest elections, described as having "the same
mission and goals, but different roles" than the Brotherhood According to the party platform, it intends to honor all Egypt's
international agreements. On June 24, Egypt's elections commission announced the official results of the presidential
elections in a televised press conference, naming Muslim Brotherhood candidate Mohamed Morsi as the first post-revolution
president, and the first civilian president since Gamal Abdel-Nasser and his fellow officers overthrew the monarchy in 1952

Under the monarchy: History of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt (1928-1938)The Muslim Brotherhood was
founded in 1928 by Hassan al-Banna, an Egyptian schoolteacher, who preached implementing traditional Islamic Sharia law
in all aspects of life, from everyday problems to the organization of the government Inspired by Islamic reformers
Muhammad Abduh and Rashid Rida, he believed that Islam had lost its social dominance to corrupt Western influences and
British imperial rule.Main article: History of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt (1939-1954)The organisation initially focused
on educational and charitable work, but quickly grew to become a major political force as well. (Sources disagree as to
whether the Brotherhood was hostile to independent working-class and popular organisations or supported efforts to create
trades unions and unemployment benefits) It championed the cause of poor Muslims, and played a prominent role in the
Egyptian nationalist movement, fighting the British, Egypt's occupier/dominator. It engaged in espionage and sabotage, as
well as support for terrorist activities orchestrated by Haj Amin al-Husseini in British Mandate Palestine, and up to and
during World War Il some association with Britain's enemy, the German Nazis, dissemination of anti-Jewish, and anti-
Western propaganda. In November 1948, following several bombings and assassination attempts, the government arrested 32
leaders of the Brotherhood's "secret apparatus™ and banned the Brotherhood. At this time the Brotherhood was estimated to
have 2000 branches and 500,000 members or sympathizers. In succeeding months Egypt's prime minister was assassinated by
Brotherhood member, and following that Al-Banna himself was assassinated in what is thought to be a cycle of retaliation.In
1952, members of the Muslim Brotherhood are accused of taking part in an event that marked the end of Egypt's "liberal,
progressive, cosmopolitan™ era — an arson fire that destroyed some "750 buildings" in downtown Cairo — mainly night
clubs, theatres, hotels, and restaurants frequented by British and other foreigners

After the 1952 revolutionmain article: History of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt (1954-present)In 1952 the
monarchy was overthrown by nationalist military officers. While the Brotherhood supported the coup it vigorously opposed
the secularist constitution that the coup leaders were developing. In 1954 another assassination was attempted against Egypt's
prime minister (Gamal Abdel Nasser), and blamed on the "secret apparatus" of the Brotherhood (this attempt was
unsuccessful). The Brotherhood was again banned and this time thousands of its members were imprisoned, many of them
held for years in prisons and concentration camps, and sometimes tortured.One of them was the very influential theorist,
Sayyid Qutb, who before being executed in 1966, issued a manifesto proclaiming that Muslim society had become jahiliyya
(no longer Islamic) and that Islam must be restored by the overthrow of Muslim states by an Islamic vanguard. Qutb's
ideology became very influential outside of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood, but the Brotherhood's leadership distanced
itself from Qutb, adhered to nonviolent reformist posture.Imprisoned Brothers were gradually released after Anwar Sadat
became president of Egypt in 1970, and were sometimes enlisted to help fight Sadat's leftist opposition. Brethren were
allowed to publish the magazine Da'wa, though the organization remained illegal. During this time, more radical Qutb-
inspired Islamist groups blossomed, and after he signing a peace agreement with Israel in 1979, became confirmed enemies
of Sadat. Sadat was assassinated by a violent Islamist group Tanzim al-Jihad on October 6, 1981, shortly before he had
Brotherhood leaders (and many other opposition leaders) arrested Selected by : ADEL SABRY
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