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The English Section

11 Things You May Not Know About Ancient Egypt

By Evan Andrews Ancient Egypt stood as one of the world’s most advanced civilizations for nearly 3,000 years and
created a culture so rich that it has spawned its own field of study. But while Egyptian art, architecture and burial
methods have become enduring objects of fascination, there is still a lot you probably don’t know about these famed
builders of the pyramids. From the earliest recorded peace treaty to ancient board games, find out 11 surprising facts

about the Gift of the Nile. (SeCOnd part)

3. Ancient Egyptians loved board games.

Gianni Dagli Orti/Corbis After a long day’s work along the Nile River, Egyptians often relaxed by playing board games.
Several different games were played, including “Mehen” and “Dogs and Jackals,” but perhaps the most popular was
a game of chance known as “Senet.” This pastime dates back as far as 3500 B.C. and was played on a long board
painted with 30 squares. Each player had a set of pieces that were moved along the board according to rolls of dice
or the throwing sticks. Historians still debate Senet’s exact rules, but there is little doubt of the game’s popularity.
Paintings depict Queen Nefertari playing Senet, and pharaohs like Tutankhamen even had game boards buried with
them in their o_r_n:_lzgsu

4. Egyptian women had a wide range of rights and freedoms.
DEAV/A. Dagli Orti/De Agostini/Getty Images While they may have been publicly and socially viewed as inferior to
men, Egyptian women enjoyed a great deal of legal and financial independence. They could buy and sell
property, serve on juries, make wills and even enter into legal contracts. Egyptian women did not typically
work outside the home, but those who did usually received equal pay for doing the same jobs as men. Unlike
the women of ancient Greece, who were effectively owned by their husbands, Egyptian women also had the
right to divorce and remarry. Egyptian couples were even known to negotiate an ancient prenuptial
agreement. These contracts listed all the property and wealth the woman had brought into the marriage and
guaranteed that she would be compensated for it in the event of a divorce.
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