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The English Section

BIOGRAPHY OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD (pbuh)

Dr. A. Zahoor and Dr. Z. Haq
( Flrst part )

Prophet Muhammad (s) was born in 570 CE in Makkah (Bakka, Baca, Mecca). His father,
Abdullah, died several weeks before his birth in Yathrib (Medinah) where he went to visit
his father's maternal relatives. His mother died while on the return journey from Medinah at
a place called ‘Abwa’ when he was six years old. He was raised by his paternal grandfather
'‘Abd al Muttalib (Shaybah) until the age of eight, and after his grandfather’s death by Abu
Talib, his paternal uncle. 'Abd al Muttalib's mother, Salma, was a native of Medinah and he
was born and raised as a young boy in Medinah before his uncle Muttalib brought him to
Makkah to succeed him. Many years before Muhammad's birth, 'Abd al Muttalib had
established himself as an influential leader of the Arab tribe ‘Quraish’ in Makkah and took
care of the Holy sanctuary ‘Ka’bah’. Makkah was a city state well connected to the caravan
routes to Syria and Egypt in the north and northwest and Yemen in the south. Muhammad
was a descendant of Prophet Ismail through the lineage of his second son Kedar.

Ka'bah is the first house of worship built on earth for the worship of Allah, the One True
God. It was re-built (raised from the existing foundation) by Prophets Ibrahim (Abraham)
and Ismail (Ishmael). Allah is the proper name of the One True God, creator and sustainer of
the universe, who does not have a partner or associate, and He did not beget nor was He
begotten. Unlike the word god, the word Allah does not have a plural or gender.

Under the guardianship of Abu Talib, Muhammad (s) began to earn a living as a
businessman and a trader. At the age of twelve, he accompanied Abu Talib with a merchant
caravan as far as Bostra in Syria. Muhammad was popularly known as ‘al-Ameen’ for his
unimpeachable character by the Makkans and visitors alike. The title Al-Ameen means the
Honest, the Reliable and the Trustworthy, and it signified the highest standard of moral and
public life. Selected by : Hassan Kamel
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