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The English Section

Love Story

is a 1970 American romantic drama film written by Erich Segal

Oliver Barrett IV comes from an American upper-class east coast family and is heir to the Barrett fortune. He attends Harvard University, where he is very
active in ice hockey. At the library, Oliver meets Jennifer "'Jenny"* Cavalleri, a quick-witted, working-classRadcliffe College student of classical music. She
mocks him, calling him “preppy"* and "'jock™. Oliver finds charm and truth in her comments. They quickly fall in love, despite their differences. Jenny reveals
her plans for the future, which include studying in Paris. Oliver is upset that he does not figure in those plans. He wants to marry Jenny and proposes. After she
accepts, she is driven to the Barrett mansion to meet the old guard parents. Oliver reassures her that their class differences won't matter. However, his parents
are clearly not impressed and are judgmental. Later, at the Harvard club Oliver's father tells him that he will cut him off financially if he marries Jenny. Oliver
storms out of the dining hall. Upon graduation from college, the two students decide to marry against the wishes of Oliver's father, who severs ties with his son.
The wedding is modern and contains no religious denomination. Jenny's widowed father attends, although he also has concerns about their social differences.
Without his father’s financial support, the couple struggle to pay Oliver's way through Harvard Law School. Jenny gets work as a private-school teacher. They
rent the top floor of a triple decker near the Law School. Oliver graduates third in his class, winning $500, and takes a position at a respectable New York law
firm. They eventually move into a doorman building, which contrasts greatly with their Cambridge digs. The 24-year-olds are ready to start a family, but when
they fail to conceive they consult a medical specialist. After many tests, Oliver is informed that Jenny is terminally ill. Her exact condition is never stated
explicitly, but she appears to haveleukemia (confirmed by Oliver in the sequel ""Oliver's Story"). As instructed by his doctor, Oliver attempts to live a *'normal
life"" without telling Jenny of her condition, but she finds out after confronting her doctor about her recent illness. Oliver buys tickets to Paris but she declines,
wanting only time with him. Soon after she begins costly cancer therapy, Oliver is desperate enough over the mounting expenses to seek financial relief from his
father. The senior Barrett asks what the money request of $5,000 is for, but Oliver will only say that it's *"personal®. His father asks if he's *“gotten a girl in
trouble," and Oliver stands mute, allowing him to believe worse possibilities; he writes the check anyway. From her hospital bed, Jenny makes funeral
arrangements with her father, then asks for Oliver. She tells him to not blame himself, insisting that he never held her back from music and it was worth it for
the love they shared. Jenny's last wish is made when she asks him to embrace her tightly before she dies. As a grief-stricken Oliver leaves the hospital, his father
confronts him outside, having rushed to New York City from Massachusetts when he heard the news. Oliver bluntly tells his father that Jenny is dead. He walks

back alone to the outdoor ice rink, where Jenny had watched him skate the day she was hospitalized. Selected by;Shereen

16


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erich_Segal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice_hockey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radcliffe_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_Law_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triple_decker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_firm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_firm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leukemia

