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The English Section

Egypt's armless table tennis'legend'is in a class apart

Egypt's Ibrahim Hamadtou can swing a table tennis racket as well as the next Paralympian, but that's not
what makes him a sensation: Hamadtou holds the racket between his teeth.The Rio Paralympics are full of
stories of men and women who have trained their impaired bodies to compete at the highest level. Yet
Hamadtou, who lost both arms above the elbow in a childhood train accident, stands apart, the only table

tennis player even to try the feat.

Although he lost in his Paralympic debut, falling to the highly rated British world number four, David
Wetherill, and then to Germany's Thomas Rau, the wiry 43-year-old said he was elated.”"I'm just happy
that I could come from Egypt to be here at the Paralympics and to play against a champion,™ he told
AFP."I can't express what my heart is feeling: I'm too happy.'- Agile foot, strong neck -Hamadtou, from
the port city of Damietta, was 10 when he was injured." After the accident, he stayed shut up at home for
three years. He wouldn't go out," said his coach of the last 20 years, Hossameldin Elshoubry.A family
friend tried to put the depressed teen back on track through sport. He still had two good legs, so football
seemed obvious.""But football didn't work," Hamadtou said.His coach explained: "It was too dangerous.
You see, with no arms, if you fall you have no way to protect yourself.""So Hamadtou tried table tennis,
first by gripping the small paddle under the stump of his right arm.""That didn't work either,” he said,
smiling.Finally he attempted to clasp the racket handle in his mouth, much like someone might hold a
flashlight when their hands are busy.Except that table tennis -- a lightning fast contest of whacking a ball
back and forth over a tiny table -- is nothing like holding a flashlight.Hamadtou, however, found a
way.Table tennis players need to throw the ball to hit a serve, so he plays without a right shoe, using his

toes to scoop the ball and toss it up, perfectly positioned. Selected by :SHEREEN
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