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The English Section

10 Things Every Parent Should Remember

1. Take the time.

The paradox of parenting is that it is the easiest thing you’ll ever do and it’s also the hardest. For the same
reason. All it requires is your time.

2. Be present.

You are not spending time with your kids if you push them on the swing set with one hand and yammer on
your cell phone with the other.

3. Trust yourself.

There’s not really a right way or wrong way. Don’t compare yourself to other parents. If you give a damn
and show up, you’re already 99% of the way there.

4. Don’t compare your kid to other kids.

Percentiles don’t mean anything. If your kid is different, celebrate that difference. Don’t conform it.

5. Ease up.

Because you’re going to screw up. Over and over.

6. Shut up.

You’ll be amazed at what you will learn from and about your kids if you just listen.

7. But don’t ever tell your kids to shut up.

8. Smile.

I know a dad who has this single rule for every interaction with his kids: Each time he sees them he greets
them with a smile. What a simple, beautiful gift.

9. Read to your Kids.

10. Your children are not here to make you happy/fulfilled.

They are not here to entertain you, or make you rich (believe me), or save the world, or compensate for
your bad childhood. Don’t take it out for them if they don’t.
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