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The English Section

Eid Al-Adha and the typical debates
over Halal slaughtering

Heated debates arise every year before and after Eid Al-Adha regarding Halal ways of
slaughtering and how far they are compatible with animal welfare policies and animal rights.
Global media, supported by animal rights organizations, has repeatedly and relentlessly shed
light on streets turning red with blood in Muslim countries as cows and sheep are slaughtered
using traditional Halal methods during Al-Adha Eid. This controversy has also led to frenzied
attacks at Islam and the way it views animal rights. Muslim scholars have repeatedly taken a
defensive stance, confirming that Islam holds animal rights highly and that traditional Halal
slaughtering maintains a big deal of mercy behind it. These confirmations have not been
enough for global media which still uses Al-Adha traditions to ignite Islamophobia and
religious prejudices and stereotypes. But it is far from rationality to assume that global media
will be satisfied with the Muslim perspective anyway. We have learned that in many cases!
The problem with the stance taken by Muslim scholars is that it does not consider the recent
scientific point of view on this issue although Muslim scholars have listened to the scientific
perspective in multiple cases like organ transplant, which has been contested among Muslim
scholars for years before it has been approved on certain conditions by the Egyptian Fatwa
Committee. Scientists have made notable efforts to prove that modern slaughtering
techniques are not necessarily non-halal. It is true that Prophet Muhammad -Peace be upon
him- did not use pre-slaughter stunning or other modern mechanical techniques. However,
these techniques simply did not exist at that time and they were the best practices at the
Prophet’s time for health reasons and environmental considerations. It is high time for Muslim
scholars to enter into constructive discussions with scientists to agree on ways that could be
deemed as the best slaughtering practices at our time. Assuming that modern slaughtering
techniques are inconsistent with Halal practices or Muslim teachings stems from a strict text-
based perspective. It is in our best interest to investigate modern slaughtering practices and
reconsider their compatibility - or incompatibility- with Halal standards.
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